
 8:00-8:45 am DSPS Administrative Update 

 8:45-10:15 am Fire Sprinkler Systems 

 10:15-10:30 am BREAK 

 10:30-11:30 am Emergency Lighting Illumination 
Level 

 11:30-12:30 pm LUNCH 

 12:30-1:30 pm Q&A Roundtable 

 1:30-2:30 pm Dept. of Health Services Update 

 2:30-2:45 pm BREAK 

 2:45-4:00 pm Fire Maintenance/Prevention 
Inspections 



Presenter: Steve Dobratz, P.E. 

Section Chief 

Ph: 920-492-5611 

Email: steve.dobratz@wisconsin.gov  

 

mailto:steve.dobratz@wisconsin.gov


Dept. of Safety and Professional Services 

(formerly Dept. of Commerce) 
 

Division of Industry Services  

 (formerly Division of Safety and Buildings) 
 

 Location 1400 E. Washington Ave.  

 (formerly 201 West Washington Ave) 

 Madison, WI  53703 

 





 Bureau of Technical Services –  
 Plan & Product Review 

 Commercial Building, UDC, Plumbing, Pools, Fire Protection 
Technical Consultation 

 Includes Building, UDC, Plumbing, Pools, Fire Alarm & Fire 
Suppression - where a plan review is involved.  

 Bureau of Field Services –  
 Field inspection, enforcement, audits, etc. 

 Administrative Services Section –  
 Plan Entry & Scheduling.  

 Field Support & Complaint Processing. 

 Fire Prevention Section 
 Administer 2% Fire dues program including use of the National 

Fire Incident Reporting System and dues distribution to 
qualifying Fire Departments 

 Technical consultation with Fire Departments related to Fire 
Prevention and Inspection   





 Christine Severson - Plan entry 608-267-2497 

 Jeanie Dixon – Electronic Plan Review 715-

634-4870 



Technical Services Section Chiefs 

Sharon Blattner-Held – Commercial Buildings and Fire Protection 

608-261-0342 

Tom Braun – Plumbing 608-266-8981 

Steve Dobratz – Commercial Buildings and UDC 920-492-5611 



Field Services Section Chiefs 

Brian Ferris – Commercial Buildings 608-785-9335 

Brad Johnson – POWTS 920-492-5605 

Brock McHenry – Elevators, Boilers, Pressure Vessels, Mechanical 

Refrigeration, Gas Systems, Anhydrous Ammonia, Structural Steel Welding 

262-521-5065 

Paula Veltum – Electrical, Mine Safety, Public Sector safety 608-266-1816 







o SPS 305 (Plumbers Council and Contractor Certification Council) 

o Changes effective August 2014.   

o Provides greater clarity of department standards for approval of dwelling contractor 

qualifier continuing education courses. 

o Allows those seeking a journeyman plumber-restricted appliance license to take and pass an 

examination administered by the department OR to take and pass a department approved 

examination administered by another entity and reorganizes the rule for greater clarity.   

o Waiting for Governors approval of legislative review documents/permanent rules under 2013 
Act 143 for electricians exempt from examination and continuing education; Nov 18th 
hearing to extend the emergency rule    

o SPS 314 (Fire Prevention – adopts 2012 NFPA 1) 
o Changes effective September 1, 2014 

o One significant change: Firefighter access points for photovoltaic systems on roofs (NFPA 1 

sections 11.12.2.2 to 11.12.2.2.3.3.2) 

o NFPA 1 now adopts NFPA 35 standard for the manufacture of organic coatings 

o SPS 316 (Electrical – adopts 2011 NEC) 
o Changes effective December 1, 2013 

o SPS 318 (Elevator – adopts 2013 ASME A-17 and 2011 A-18 - Conveyance) 
o  Changes effective September 1, 2014 

 



 SPS 320-325 (Uniform Dwelling Code) 

 Report of recommended changes completed July 2014 

 Finalizing rule changes recommended in the report effective some time around the spring 
2015 

 Wall Bracing Permanent Rules effective September 1, 2014 

 SPS 321 (Uniform Dwelling Code) 

 Updates the reference to HUD’s Model Manufactured Home Installation Standards – awaiting 

GORC approval.  Anticipated effective date late 2015 

 SPS 326 (Manufactured Housing) 

 Changes effective September 1, 2014 

 Codified in SPS 321.40 the HUD installation standards 

 SPS 332 (Public Employee Safety and Health Standards) 

 Held public hearing Dec. 2014 to update the chapter to include July 1, 2010 OSHA 
standards. 

 SPS 384 (Plumbing Products) 

 Waiting for Governor’s approval of legislative review documents/permanent rules which 
would discontinue any unnecessary approval of water treatment devices  

 

 



 SPS 316 (Electrical Code/2014 NEC) 

 SPS 330 Fire Department Safety and Health 
 Preparing to convene the council to update the chapter to 

include the current editions of applicable national standards 

 SPS 361-366 (Commercial Buildings/2015 IBC) 
 Drafting summary of the 2012 and 2015 changes to the adopted 

ICC codes and waiting for Secretary’s approval to publish a scope 
statement to consider adoption of the 2015 editions 

 SPS 381-387 (Plumbing Code) 

 SPS 381-387 and 391 Private Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment Systems (POWTS) and Wisconsin Fund (POWTS 
replacement and rehabilitation financial assistance)  
 Preparing to convene the advisory council 

 Others? 



 Code revision work is not done by the 

Division of Industry Services 

 

 Since October 2011, all DSPS code 

development is done in the Department’s 

Division of Policy Development. 

 

  

 

 









Establishes a Uniform Commercial Building Code (UCBC) for the State of 
Wisconsin, as well as a Building Code Council for the purpose of reviewing 
the code and making recommendations to the Wisconsin Department of 
Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) to keep the UCBC current. The 
previous Commercial Building Code acted as a minimum standard and 
allowed for municipalities to enact ordinances above and beyond those 
detailed in the code. The UCBC replaces the previous Commercial Building 
Code and eliminates municipal variations. However, Act 270 allows for 
municipalities to submit ordinances to the DSPS within 60 days of 
publication of the law for review and exemption if the ordinance meets all 
of the following requirements:  
 

 1. The ordinance was enacted before May 1, 2013.  

 2. The ordinance was published by the town, village, or city in the manner required under Statute 
60.80, 61.50, or 62.11(4).  

 3. The ordinance relates to fire detection, prevention, or suppression components of buildings.  

 4. The building is not a multifamily dwelling, as defined in Statute 101.971(2).  

 5. The ordinance is submitted to the department within 60 days after the effective date of this 
subdivision, Friday, April 18, 2014.  

 6. The department determines that the ordinance requires standards that are at least as strict as 
the rules promulgated by the department. 
 
 
 

 
 



 Submitted ordinances were reviewed for 
compliance with statutory provisions and 
limitations and determined to either be 
grandfathered, unenforceable, or outside the 
scope. 

Notification will be sent to each municipality 
that submitted an ordinance indicating the 
status of the ordinance(s). 

DSPS website will be updated with a list of 
ordinances determined to be enforceable. 

Notification and website update is planned to 
occur by the end of February.  



Established new licensure standards for electricians which went into 

effect on April 1, 2014.  These standards require all individuals (see 

Act 143 for exemptions) engaged in the business of installing, 

repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring be licensed by the 

Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services 

(DSPS).  The new licensure law does not apply to any person with 15 

years of experience who was born on or before January 1, 1956.  

 

WI State Statute 101.862 – License or registration required. 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/stat

utes/101/IV/862/ 

 





















 Green Bay 

 Jason Hansen – 920 492-6500 

 Holmen 

 Doug Erler – 608 789-4690 

 Jack Miller – 608 785-9348 

 John Pearse – 608 789-7852 

 Madison 

 Randy Dahmen – 608 266-3162 

 Moktar Taamallah – 608 266-8737 

 Dave Wallace – 608 261-6540 

 Shunlai Zhu – 608 266-2231 

 Waukesha 

 Mark Piquette – 262 574-2121 



Green Bay 

 Bob Jeske – 920 492-5606 

Madison 

 Tom Frechette – 608 261-0354 

Waukesha 

 Dave Garces – 262 521-5008 

 Richard St Louis – 262 521-5569 



 Charter team continues to move forward with finalizing of a 

survey for our agents, 

 Revisiting some audits in some programs. 

 Looking at appeals process, procedures, and reviewing 

standards for agents, 

 How the department interacts with our agents is a vital role of 

division & bureau. 



 Team has identified forms across several program areas & given 

them priority ranking for moving Division forms to electronic 

format, 

 Working with DOA/DET in moving these to electronic format to 

minimize paper handling. 



 Meetings continue and are ongoing, 

 No recommendations have come out yet, 

 Meetings were productive in looking across all program areas 

and identifying common and differing processes in each 

program. 

 Process needs to tie with electronic tools to do inspection work. 



 Need was identified to determine if we can make it easier for 

customers to pay for services 

 We did allow for some level of electronic payments, but needed 

to re-assess if this could be expanded. 

 The Department is now accepting credit card payment at all of 

our full service offices for payments less than $1000. 



 Boiler Inspector 

 3 Commercial Building plan examiners 

 2 Commercial Building Inspectors 

 Plumbing plan reviewer 



 Farewells: 
 Larry Stilen – Waukesha, Commercial Building plan reviewer 

 Dan McDonough – State Building Inspector 

 Sam Solberg – State Building Inspector 

 Welcome aboard: 
 Mark Piquette – Waukesha, Commercial Building plan reviewer 

 Ed Sabo – Elevator Inspector (Southeast region) 

 Brian Noe – Commercial Building Inspector (Fox Valley area) 

 Ann Jurkowski – Industrial Hygienist 

 Steve Rassmusson – Electrical Inspector (Northwest region)  

 New Section Chief 
 Brock McHenry – Elevators, Boilers, Pressure Vessels, Mechanical 

Refrigeration, Gas Systems, Anhydrous Ammonia, Structural Steel 
Welding  

 



 Intern Eric HeideBrecht and LTE’s Don Diedrick, Tony 
Grzybowski, Dale Mitchell, and John VanBuecken helped 
with commercial building plan review. 

 Continue to train Building and plumbing reviewers  in 
electronic plan review, 

 Studying the electronic plan submittal process to 
improve efficiency (purchased new monitors, evaluating 
available software, considering standardization of 
submittal format, etc.)  

 10 % of plans are submitted electronically, 

 Hope to add swimming pool, gas systems, and elevator 
programs to electronic plan review. 































 The Division has an email box specifically for 

questions or concerns regarding Electronic Plan 

Review. 

 Approximately 10% of all plans submitted are 

done so electronically.   

 

DSPSElectronicPlanSubmittalTech@wisconsin.gov 

 



DSPSSBBuildingTech@wisconsin.gov 

 

DSPSSBElectricTech@wisconsin.gov 

 

DSPSSBFireprotech@wisconsin.gov 

 

DSPSSBPlbgTech@wisconsin.gov 

 









 

 Please feel free to submit feedback regarding this 

presentation at the following link: 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/industryservices

speakingevent 

 

 Thank you! 

 

 


